RARC DIGEST

Dear RARC Community,

Please see below for our weekly round-up of addiction-related news and events across Rutgers. Have news
or events you’d like us to highlight in an upcoming digest? Send the details to RARC Communication
Specialist, Ricki Arvesen (ricki.arvesen@rutgers.edu).

RARC News

Registration is now open! The annual RARC Fall Symposium is scheduled for Friday, September 8,
2023 in the Busch Student Center in Piscataway. This one-day event will feature an opening plenary,
showcase the breadth of addiction research, and provide opportunities to connect with clinical
services across Rutgers. Poster session and reception to follow. All faculty, staff and students with
interest in addiction are encouraged to attend. For more information, click here.

Faculty Candidate Virtual Seminar with Dr. Marilyn Piccirillo (August 31,2023 at 11:00 a.m. EDT)
Please join us for Dr. Marilyn Piccirillo’s talk, "Integrating person-centered, data-driven approaches
to understand mental health and treatment". Dr. Piccirillo is a recruitment candidate for the open
position in the area of Treatment & Recovery. For more information, click here.

Save the date for the Ninth Annual Rutgers Brain Health Institute Symposium being hosted on
Thursday, November 30%™. This one-day event will feature keynote speaker, Dr. Michael Shadlen,
talks by Rutgers faculty, and a student poster presentation. Stay tuned, registration will open in
September!

Rutgers Brain Health Institute Trainee Travel Awards - The Rutgers Brain Health Institute (BHI) has
announced their Fall 2023 trainee travel award for Rutgers neuroscience PhD, MD/PhD students and
post-docs. BHI will provide $500 awards to help offset the cost of attending a national or
international conference that will be held during the current fiscal year (i.e., by June 30, 2024). All
materials are due by September 1, 2023. For more information, click here.

Rutgers News

A huge congratulations to the Exedo team led by Dr. Morgan James, from Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School on receiving the High Performance Grand Prize at the 2023 Philadelphia Nucleate
Activator Program for their groundbreaking work on a new binge-eating disorder drug. Their

research aims to revolutionize treatment for this common and impactful psychiatric illness. Kudos
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to the team for their dedication and innovation! For more information, click here.

Launching into his presidential term, Dr. Petros Levounis, President of the American Psychiatric
Association (APA), is dedicating his efforts to addiction psychiatry. With a spotlight on vaping,
opioids, alcohol, and technology, he aims to amplify understanding of these critical areas. The
campaign's primary goal is to shed light on vaping, its associated risks, clinical presentations, and
available treatments. Learn more, click here.

There is still time to register for the Rutgers-Tobacco Dependence Program’s VIRTUAL Tobacco
Treatment Specialist Training in September! Spots filled first come, first served till 8/21. For more
information and registration, click here.

Opportunities

Center of Alcohol and Substance Use Studies Postdoctoral Fellowship Announcement - This is a
two-year endowed post-doctoral clinical research fellowship available to clinical psychologists and
other social scientists (e.g., from health related fields such as sociology, social work, public health,
psychiatric rehabilitation) from an accredited institution interested in developing their professional
trajectory towards translational research on interventions and treatments for traumatic stress and
addictions and wellness promotion. Applications due by November 15, 2023. For more information,
click here.

Post-doctoral Position in Neuroimaging and Stimulation for Addiction Research - A Postdoctoral
Research Associate position is available within the Laboratory of Cognitive Neuroimaging and
Stimulation (CNS: www.neurostimlab.com) directed by Travis E. Baker, PhD. The goal of the CNS
Lab is to develop new brain-based interventions aimed to correct the aberrant reward processes
that sustain substance use disorders. The lab currently seeks a Postdoctoral Research Associate
with strong interest and background in addiction neuroscience, neuroimaging, and brain
stimulation to contribute to these studies. For more information, click here.

The Robert Wood Johnson Medical School Department of Psychiatry is seeking a part-time
research assistant to assist with the implementation of research projects in addictions and mental
health, with a focus on recruiting, consenting and interviewing research subjects. To learn more
about the role, click here.

Funding Opportunities

The Developmental/Pilot Projects Program of the Rutgers Center of Alcohol and Substance Use
Studies (CAS) started in 2019. The Program aims to support new and innovative interdisciplinary
research relevant to the advancement of treatments for individuals with traumatic stress and
addictions of all kinds. Letter of intent due September 30, 2023. For more information, click here.
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The International Center for Responsible Gaming (ICRG) is looking to grow its portfolio of
researchers and offers a variety behavioral addictions research opportunities including funding for
dissertation grants, seed grants, and large grants. Current funding opportunities are focused on
research on lottery gambling and online gambling, with applications due in September 2023. For
more information, click here.

NIH HEAL Initiative Partnerships to Advance INterdisciplinary (PAIN) Training in Clinical Pain
Research: The HEAL PAIN Cohort Program (RFA-NS-24-015) will support interdisciplinary
postdoctoral training to promote the next generation of independent clinical pain researchers. The
HEAL PAIN Cohort Program, will fund up to four T9o/R9o institutional postdoctoral training
programs in clinical pain research, and foster a cohort experience among programs at different
institutions through the HEAL R24 Coordinating Center for National Pain Scientists. Letter of Intent
due August 11, 2023 and Applications due September 27, 2023. For more information, click here.

RFA-DA-24-028: Advancing Psychedelics Research for Treating Addiction (Ro1 Clinical Trial Not
Allowed) - The purpose of this project is to support research to improve our understanding of
psychedelic drug mechanisms in the context of substance use disorders (SUDs). This NOFO will also
support the design and synthesis of chemical biology tools and probes to aid basic research on
psychedelics and their translational pharmacology. Letter of Intent due Oct 2, 2023. For more
information, click here.

PAR-23-157: Exploratory Clinical Neuroscience Research on Substance Use Disorders (R61/R33
Clinical Trial Optional) - The purpose of this award is to support clinical research applications that
are exploratory and developmental in nature and focus on understanding the neurobiological
mechanisms underlying substance use disorders (SUD), including fundamental circuitry and
behavior relevant to substance use. Applications due Oct 9, 2023. For more information, click here.

RFA-DA-24-021: Mechanistic Studies to Investigate the Interrelationship Between Sleep and/or
Circadian Rhythms and Substance Use Disorders (Ro1 Basic Experimental Studies with Humans
Required) - The purpose of this project is to support basic science experimental studies involving
humans to expand our knowledge of the interrelationships between sleep/circadian rhythms and
substance use disorders (SUDs). These mechanistic studies will offer insights into the fundamental
processes that link SUDs to sleep/circadian rhythms and vice-versa, and may also have implications
for managing risks associated with developing SUDs and/or identifying new targets for prevention
and therapeutics. Letter of Intent due Oct 13, 2023. For more information, click here.

News from the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs, a publication of the Center of Alcohol &
Substance Use Studies:

New in JSAD 84/3:

The Association Between Opioid Prescribing and Opioid-Related Mortality Within Neighborhoods in

Ontario, Canada: A Case-Control Study
Karim S. Ladha, Duminda N. Wijeysundera, Hannah Wunsch, Hance Clarke, Calvin Diep, Naheed K.
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Jivraj, Diana Martins, Hannah Chung, Karanpreet Bath, Tara Gomes

Young Adult Physical, Social, and Temporal Contexts of Simultaneous Alcohol and Marijuana Use
Brooke J. Arterberry, Brian H. Calhoun, Christine M. Lee, Megan E. Patrick

New JSAD FastTakes:

Neurobiology of emotion processing relates to adolescent alcohol and marijuana use
Amanda C. Del Giacco, Scott A. Jones, & Bonnie J. Nagel

Youth may be more likely to quit vaping if flavor choices are limited, study suggests
Natasha K. Sidhu

Mode of cannabis administration (i.e., concentrate vs. flower use) influences the reinforcing value
of cannabis, suggests differences for treatment and regulation
Carillon J. Skrzynski, Angela D. Bryan, & L. Cinnamon Bidwell

Follow JSAD on Threads/Instagram/Twitter/Facebook: @JSADjournal
For JSAD's free photo database of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug images: https://www.jsad.com/photos

Save the Dates!

CAHBIR 2" Annual MRI Methods Workshop

Tuesday and Wednesday, August 29*" -30%" at 1:00 p.m. EDT

The Center for Advanced Human Brain Imaging Research is pleased to announce its 2nd Annual MRI
Methods Workshop. This workshop provides an introduction to MRI methods in neuroscience
research. The 10-hour workshop will include the following topics: basic principles of MRI scan
acquisition, MRI safety, data quality control, data handling/preprocessing, and experimental design.
For more information, click here.

New Jersey Prevention Network 7t" Annual peer Summit

Wednesday, September 27t" at 9:00 a.m. EDT

This exciting one-day LIVE & FREE event will include keynote speakers, interactive workshops, and
recovery-oriented activity events brought together exclusively for everyone working in the peer
recovery support services field. For more information, click here.

15t Annual Pioneers in Endocrinology Workshop

Tuesday, October 3" at 10:00 a.m. EDT

The Rutgers Endocrine Program is hosting its 15™ Annual Pioneers in Endocrinology workshop. This
year’s theme is Early-Life Stress and the Endocrine System. Featuring scientific presentations, a
luncheon, and a poster presentation, this is an event you will not want to miss. To register for the
event and/or to submit an abstract for the poster presentation, click here. The registration deadline

is Monday, September 18, 2023.
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e Annual NIDA-NIAAA Frontiers in Addiction Research Mini-Convention
Tuesday and Wednesday, November 7t"-8t" at 11:00 a.m. EDT
This FREE Mini-Convention will be held as a 2-day virtual meeting and will provide a forum for

presentations and discussions of current topics in neuroscience and addiction research. For more
information, click here.

Addiction in the News

e Buprenorphine Cost a Potential Barrier for Opioid-Addicted Youth, Adults (Medpage Today)

e Study suggests cannabis use during pregnancy could cause lifelong cognitive deficits for offspring
(Medical Press)

¢ Incoming Penn students say carrying Narcan is shaping their outlook on medicine (WHYY)
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